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Major retail chains like Target
'and Nordstrom use Pinterest, a
.social media.website, to draw
customers to theirown websites
in order to boost sales.

\ See story on page 8D

Nokia,\Microsoft
reach cellphone deal
. Microsoft'Closed on a $7.5

") ,~

billi0n deal to purchase Nokia's
celiphone and services division.
In the deal, Microsoft will acquire
25,000 Nokia employees in 50
countries.

Hawk Eye poll
• What do you think of this

year's Burlington Steamboat Days
lineup?

John LovrettalThe Hawk Eye

Kenan Drebenstedt, site manager at the recently completed Agri·Way Partners confinement building, looks over a pen of hogs Wednesday northeast of New London.
De facility has more than 20,000 square feet and houses 2,400 hogs.
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=~~9~~~~7ainIAgri-Way makes major commitment
Last week's results: With
many Americans focusing on
Earth Day this week, what do you
think is the biggest threat to the
planet?

Global climate change-21 votes 20.7%
Overpopulation-14 votes 13.8%
Deforestation•7 votes 6.9%
Increasing extinction of species

I
2 votes 1.9%

Pollution of oceans
"

3 votes 2.9%
Proliferation of nuclear weapons•7 votes 6.9%
Escalating world conflicts

47 vores 46.5%

International
news

Strike at Chinese
shoe factory ends for
thousands of workers
Associated Press

BEIJING - Most of the tens
of thousands of workers who
were striking at a massive Chi-
nese shoe factory complex have
returned to 'the job, labor activ-
ists said Saturday, enabling Adi-
das to resume production there.

The Germany-based athletic
wear giant said workers returned
Friday to its factory run by Tai-
wanese-owned Yue Yuen Indus-
t.rial Holdings Ltd, t.he' world'"
hU'!(Nlt IIIIUIIII'U('tlll'\'" of uthlc,lic'
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Company jumps into
pork production with
16 facilities in 2014.
ByREXL.TROUlE
rtroute®thehawkeye.com

YARMOUTH - Agriculture
is king in Iowa and it is about to
get a growth spurt in the south-
east corner of the state care of
Agri-WayPartners LLC.The Yar-
mouth-based company plans to
build 48 hog confinement build-
ings over the next few years in
Des Moines, Louisa, Henry and
Washington counties.

Agri-Way, formed in 2003 by
22 turkey growers in the Way-
land area, aims to erect 16 of
the structures in 2014.Each hog
confinement building can hold
up to 2,400 pigs at a time as they
are feed-to-finish operations.

"The reason they are mov-
ing into the swine industry is
because the turkey industry is
not growing," said Mark Wilker-
son, the swine division manager
for Agri-Way Partners.

Many of the buildings will
go up on sites owned by Agn-
Way partners. Tim Graber, who
lives near Wayland, has a turkey
operation and will have a hog
confinement go up on his prop-
erty this year. His grandfather
had a sow operation long ago.

Wilkerson grew up on a sow
farm between Yarmouth and
Mount Union, and received a

John LovrettalThe Hawk Eye

Mark Wilkerson, the swine division manager for Agri-Way Partners LLC, gestures Wednesday
toward a ventilation systems control box that monitors exhaust fans, tunnel fans, heaters, misters
and the curtains at the company's hog confinement building located northeast of New London.

degree in animal science from
Coe College in Cedar Rapids.

Another reason the owner-
ship of Agri-Way decided to get
involved in pork production
was to improve efficiencies
and operating costs of its refur-
bished mill in Wayland. The
company also has grain storage
facilities in Danville, New Lon-
don, Yarmouth, Crawfordsville
and Wayland.

The first hog confinement

building was erected between
New London and Yarmouth
and stocked with feeder pigs in
January.

None of Agri-Way's expan-
sion plans could have taken
place without careful planning
in choosing proper sites, getting
Iowa Department of Natural
Resources approval and getting
storm water discharge permits.

"The DNR gives you a set of
specifications to adhere to,"

Value of Iowa farmland 'could
be undergoing a correction

Wilkerson said.
Agri-Way chose its hog con-

finement building sites with the
help of the Coalition to Support
Iowas Farmers. Iowa State Uni-
versity also helped the company
with an air model of proposed
sites, showing what would lie
within a l-mile radius of a given
facility. The DNR requires build-
ings housing 2,400 pigs, such as
Agri-Way's, to be 1,250 feet away
from unincorporated areas,

1,875 feet from incorporated
areas including residences, busi-
nesses, churches and schools,
and 1,875 feet from public use
areas.

The more separation a facil-
iLyhas from existing structures,
the better it scores on a master
matrix - a proposal of how the
company intends to comply with
state regulations. Agri-Wayalso
had to have construction permit
applications and manure man-
agement plans in place before
any ground could be broken.

Once sites were chosen, Agri-
Way had to send building blue-
prints to the DNR for approval.

Precision Structures-of Well-
man is constructing Agri-Way's
buildings.which come at a cost
of about $600,000 each. About
20 local .sub-contractors will
work on each building. A sin-
gle hog confinement building,
measuring 51 feet wide and 396
feet long, includes feed storage
facilities, a well, a driveway and
a generator.

The manure pit, which sits
under the floor where the hogs
live, consists of a 5-inch con-·:
crete floor and 8-inch concrete
walls sealed with bentonite. AI
soil berm is backfilled halfway
up the outside of the pit. '

Wilkerson said the chances
of the manure pit leaking are
almost nil. The pit holds a years
worth of hog manure, which

See Agti-Way page 5D

Shoppers are as
varied as the grocerie~

.ere is a method to the mad-
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Madison Area Cham
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tee announced the S,
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popular demand.

"This free cham
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Agri-Way Partners first hog confinement building opened in January between Yannouth and New London. The facility measures
more than 20,000 square feet and houses 2,400 hogs.

Agri-Way
Continued from page 1D

later will be injected into area
fields after the fall harvest. Agri-
Way has agreements with 10
area farmers, giving them the
manure for free to use as fertil-
izer for next year's corn crop,
which helps reduce their costs.

The manure has to be tested
before it can be injected into the
fields. Also, the DNR takes soil
samples every four years of each
field to determine the amount of
manure that can be iniected.

Wilkerson said, oddly
enough, it takes about 270 acres
of corn to feed the hogs in a con-
finement building, and in turn
the hog manure from the build-
ing can fertilize about 270 acres.

Fans on the sides of a build-
ing extract smell from inside to
improve air quality for the hogs.
In order to reduce the smell
that may affect distant neigh-
bors, each facility is landscaped
with trees. On a building's west
and north side, windbreaks are
formed with hybrid elms, which
can grow 10 feet per year. On a
building's south and east sides,
Wilkerson said the company
will plant maples because there
has to be airflow to the building.

Kent;~Mowret;'a"fie1tl~etJi.ill:f
ist with the Coalition to Sup-
port Iowa's Farmers. said Iowa's
rules are more stringenr than
federal laws when it comes to
reducing hog odor and the sepa-
ration from neighboring struc-
tures.

\\hen it comes to the actual
hog operation inside the build-
ing, the main concerns are the
welfare of the animals and rais-
ing the best pork possible for
U.S. and foreign consumers.

Feeder pigs are brought into a
building when they are 21 days

John LovrettalThe Hawk Eye
Agri·Way Partners LLC have started construction of its second hog confinement facility located
near Ute intersection of 205th Avenue and 260th street between Yarmouth and Morning Sun. The
concrete pit floor is 5 inches thick witft a bendonite sealanl

Agri-Way is proceeding with
this expansion into the pork
industry knowing there are
neighbors who oppose the com-
pany's hog confinement sites
- largely over the smell and
quality-of-life issues. One such

r6UJriS"DMFA'N;-"lYe'sc:'Moines
County Farmers and Neighbors,
are taking issue with Agri-Way
buildings planned for the Mount
Union and Yarmouth areas.

"We understand the neigh-
bors' concerns and respect their
concerns," i\J.lkerson said -"We
are more than open to show
them the inside of our facilities -

Agri-Way prefers to focns
on the positives it is bringing
to the local economy, such as
more jobs and increasing pork:
production in one of Iowas top

John Lovretta!The Hawk Eye

Some of the cross-bred market hogs are shown in their pens at
the Agri-Way grow site norUteast of New London.

puter, which can automatically When hogs are ready for mar-
fill the feeders and measure ket, Agri-Way plans to sell them
water usage. The computer also to Tyson in Columbus Junction.
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ist with the Coalition to Sup-
port Iowa'sFarmers, said Iowa's
rules are more stringent than
federal laws when it comes to
reducing hog odor and the sepa-
ration from neighboring struc- '
tures.

When it comes to the actual
hog operation inside the build-
ing, the main concerns are the
welfare of the animals and rais-
ing the best pork possible for
U.S. and foreign consumers.

Feeder pigs are brought into a
building when they are 21 days
old and weigh about 13pounds.
Agri-Way is purchasing the
majority of its feeder pigs from
a third-generation sow farm in

. northeast Iowa, The company
brings in 1,200 pigs at a time,
twice a few days apart, and sep-
arates the gilts and barrows into
90-headpens.

Wilkersonsaid he could grow
hogs faster in smaller pens, but
the animals would feel more
cramped and have more social
issues with one another.

A separate pen is saved for
taking care of pigs with health
issues.

Agri-Wayuses a gating layout
inside the building developed
by Cargill as it is designed to
reduce stress on the pigs. Apen
is designed to give each hog 7.5
square feet of space. The gate
system allows employees to
move animals within the facility
without creating tension in the
animals.

Wilkerson said stress can
affect the quality of the meat
when hogs are taken to market
at between 265 to 280 pounds.
It takes about six months to fin-
ish 2,400head ofhogs as it takes
about 2.4pounds of feed to see
onepound ofgain.Ahog will eat
10bushels of feed before it hits
the market

The feed consists largely of
corn and soybean meal. Agn-
Way'sfeed also includes DDGs
(distilled grain), which it gets
from ethanol plants such as
Big River Resources in West
Burlington. "Bakery" is another
ingredient used in feed, which
is old bread and candy bars
ground up and blended into the
mixture,

Hogs can eat their feed either
dry or mixed with water.

"They have a choice. They
have a preference," Wilkerson
said.

Typically in a day, hogs will
eat twice and drink water about
six times.
.' Much of the building's func-

tions are monitored by a com-

~ ~

John Lovretm/The Hawk Eye

Some of the cross-bred market hogs are shown in their pens at
the Agri-Way grow site northeast of New London.

puter, which can automatically
fill the feeders and measure
water usage. The computer also
measures outdoor wind speed
and temperature, so a constant
70 degrees can be maintained
inside the building. A curtain
system along the outside walls
can raise or lower in order to
allow fresh"air in, while main-
taining a comfortable tempera-
ture.

Wilkerson said, "if the pigs
are happy and content," it is
more profitable for Agri-Way.

.Back-up controllers and gen-
erators are on each site to pro-
tect the safety of the animals.

An Agri-Way employee is
required by law to keep :Certain
charts on a daily basis. One
chart is designated for the num-
ber of pigs that received treat-
ment that day for health issues
and received an iniection.

Another chart keeps track
of water usage. If pigs start
to get sick, they tend to go off
their water, and reduced usage
can alert Agri-Wayit may have
health issues to deal with.

., .••THRIVE NT
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When hogs are ready for mar-
ket, Agri-Wayplans to sell them
to Tyson in ColumbusJunction.

"The U.S. has the lowest cost
of food and the safest," Wilker-
son said.

Agri-Way's rapid expansion
should have a positive effect
on the company and the local
economy.Wilkerson said the 16
hog confinements built this year
should require the hiring of six
people to supervise those facili-
ties. The added business for
its own mill in Wayland, could
require the hiring of three more
employees to the $6million mill
operation. Agri-Way currently
.employs more than 50 full-time
employees.

"We want to maximize our
mill,"Wilkersonsaid.

Agri-Way'smill and corn stor-
age facilities buy 9.6 million
bushels of grain annually from
local farmers.

He said the growth of Agri-
Way's hog business should
effect about 50 area businesses
such as equipment firms, veteri-
narians, tree farms, etc.

~

,
are taking issue with Agri-Way
buildings planned for the Mount
Union and.Y~outh areas,

"We. understand the neigh-
bors' concerns and respect their
concerns," Wilkerson said. "We
are more than open to show
them the inside of our facilities."

Agri-Way prefers to focus
on the positives it is bringing
to the local economy, such as
more jobs and increasing pork
production in one of Iowa's top
industries.
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Associated Press
BEIJING - Most of ,the tens

of thousands of workers who
were striking at a massive Chi-
nese shoe factory complex have
returned to the job, labor activ-
ists said Saturday, enabling Adi-
das to resume production there.

The Germany-based athletic
wear giant said workers returned
Friday to its factory run by Tai-
wanese-owned Yue Yuen Indus-
trial Holdings Ltd., the world's
largest manufacturer of athletic
shoes.

.More than 40,000 workers
at Yue Yuen's Sprawling, multi-
factory complex in the southern
Chinese city of Dongguan went
on strike in early April to protest
underpayments into their social
security and housing funds.

.It was one of the largest strikes
ever in China's private sector,
where low-cost manufacturers
are facing increasing labor activ-
ism amid a shortage of migrant
workers, pushing up 'labor costs.

Yue fuen makes shoes for
major brands including Adidas,
Nike and' New Balance, which
are lookingto other countries to
source their production,

Labor aCpyists confirmed Sat-
urday that most Yue Yuen work-
ers, including those assigned to
the Adidas factory, had returned
to .work, though. about 10,000
remained on strike.

The workers have not reached
a deal with Yue Yuen, which has
offered to pay full contributions
starting May 1. The company

, rejected workers' demands for
a 30 percent pay raise and back
payments into their social secu-
rityfunds.

It was unclear why most of the
workers had returned to the job.
Some labor activists said Yue
Yuen management - assisted by
police - forced the workers to
return.

It was not known whether Nike
or New Balance had resumed
production at Yue Yuen.
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had a sow operation long ago.
Wilkerson grew up on a sow

farm between: Yarmouth and
Mount Union, .and received a
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Resources approval and gcWlIg
storm water discharge permits.

"The DNR gives you a set of
specifications to adhere to,"

Value of Iowa farmland 'could
be undergoing a correction
Southeast Iowa ground
sees the biggest drop in
latest survey.
By REX L. 1ROUTE
rtroute@thehawkeye.com

Farmland value has, sky-
rocketed in the last decade, but
could be experiencing a bit of
a correction in Iowa. All nine
crop reporting districts saw a
decrease in land value in dol-
lars per acre for the first time
since the recession year of 2009,
.according to the March survey
done by the Iowa Realtors Land
Institute. ,

Southeast Iowa saw the most
dramatic decrease in the state
at 8.4 percent in crop land value
overall. High quality crop land .
averaged $11,402 in Septem-
ber, but dropped to $10,698 by
March. Medium quality crop
land went from $8,044 to $7,216
during the same time frame, and
low quality crop land went from
$4,500 to $4,016.

Kyle Hansen, a real estate
agent for Hertz Farm Manage-
ment in Nevada, said the num-
bers for a time period depend on
"the quality of ground that Was
being sold,"

In southeast Iowa, more
medium and low quality crop
land was sold in the 6-month
time period. The double-digit
percentage decreases in the
land value of those two catego-

Southeast Iowa farmland values~ . .

Farmland values for high-quality crop land in the 11
counties of southeast Iowa has dropped $670 since
September, according to a survey of farmland specialists.

. The values found in the mostrecent survey remain nearly
$7,900 above values 11 years ago.
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ries gave the district its overall
negative number.

"Top grade land is still bring-
ing top dollar," said Corey
Fraise, broker/auctioneer for
Fraise Auction and Real Estate
of New London and Fort Madi-
son. "The majority of the trans-
actions have been cash."

Fraise recently closed a
farm sale, which set a record

\';

of $13,000 per acre for Henry
County.

"There are definitely fewer
sales," Fraise said. "There was
a pretty good market last year."

The boom of the etha-
nol industry helped increase
demand for com, which saw it
hit a high-water mark of $7.62

See Land page 4D
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Shoppers are as
varied as the groceries

y;ere is a method to the mad-
ness when shopping in a
grocery store. It seems there

are a variety of approaches,
some more successful than oth-
ers, and most all resulting in the
shopper leaving with at least
one bag.

I am very habitual when it
comes to my own routine when
passing through the automatic .
doors. I start with the deli
counter to the left and proceed
down every aisle, stopping at my
usual stops. My dietary wants
and cooking habits don't change
much, thus I end up buying
about 99 percent of the things I
bought the last time.

But having frequented a
grocery store nearly every
week since I left college, I have
noticed a plethora of different
shoppers.

No. 1 is the lost shopper.
Despite being a regular at a
specific grocery store, this feod
searcher appears to have no
clue where anything is located.
Forget there are signs marking
every aisle with the main cate-
gories to be found. This shopper
pushes their cart into the aisle
as if entering ajungle, unsure
if they will make it to the other
end. Or find a single item that
they need.

Where I can get in and out of
the store in a little more than a
half hour, I think the lost shop-
per is still there when I return
for my next visit.

No.2 is the price comparer.

Rex Troute
rtroute@thehawkeye.com

I am not immune to buying an
item at a lower price if I think it
is equal in quality to the other
options. But I also will pay more
for an item if I think it is better
and I like it more .

The price comparer seems to
ignore quality for the most part,
and is totally fixated on dollars
and cents. This trait isn't neces-
sarily attributed to their per-
sonal budget, but for a need to
save pennies wherever possible.

No.3 is the label checker.
There are two main reasons
for this person to put on the
bifocals and read the printing on
the back of the can or box. One,
they are allergic to half the food
ingredients known to man, and
have to be careful about what
goes into their body.

The second label checker is
looking at dietary health issues

. like trans fats, calories and
other factors that might affect
their athletic physique. The
body is a temple and we can't be
putting lumps around the waist

See Troute page 4D
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Land
Continued from page 1D

per bushel in 2011.' Since, the
price of corn has dropped to
$4.96 as of Friday.

"We've lost 35 percent of our
gross income from corn in the
last 12 months," Hansen said.

Late planting in the spring,
low yields due to the drought
and low commodity prices
brought down farmers' revenue
last year. Those issues contrib-
uted to the drop in land values
across the state, along with
increasing interest rates, gov-
ernment regulation uncertainty
and the status of the economies
in the U.S. and around the world.

"Wedidn't have any idea about
the farm bill," Hansen said. "Not
lmowing what is going to take
place. Are we going to have no
subsidies?"

Eventually, Congress passed
the farm bill.

The conflict in the Ukraine,
a large corn exporter, put more
uncertainty in the grain market.

"Commodity prices have
increased since the Ukraine
incident," Hansen said.

John Lovretta/The Hawk Eye

A fanner tills the soil in a field Wednesday northeast of New London.

Just as the stock market
undergoes corrections, so do
grain prices and land values.
A lot of fanners and investors
looking to acquire more land
recognized the uncertain situa-

tions in the ag industry and used
that to their advantage.

. "A lot of buyers said, 'I can
buy a better farm 90 days from
now,' " Hansen said of getting
better prices by waiting.

The Iowa Realtors Land Insti- .
tute surveyed 350 .land profes-
sionals, which includes bankers,
real estate brokers and ag lend-
ers. What the survey uncovered
is 80 percent of the land pur-

Nokia, Microsoft
.complete $7.5B
cellphone deal

c

chases are done by farmers and
the other 20 percent by inves-
tors.

"We get some out-of-state
investors," Hansen said. "It
is very hard to make a quick
return on farm land."

The majority of investors
will hold onto the land for 10 to
15 years in order to get a good
return.

Hansen said it is very specu-
lative on whether land values
have peaked. With com sitting
between $4 and $5 per bushel,
land value could be in a stable
period. But trends may change
one way or the other.

"Anything that can drive the
commodity' prices up can pull
up the land values," Hansen
said.

A positive atmosphere still
exists when it comes to the
potential for increased land val-
ues. Hansen told of an 85-year-
old fanner, who bought land
at a high value -at his ripe old
age. The farmer's' explanation
to Hansen was he wanted to
pass something onto his grand-
children, other than cash, that
would appreciate in value.

"They are looking at it as

another diversified stock," Han-
sen said of farmers and inves-
tors buying farm land.

The recent downturn In Iowa
crop land values, is a bit of a
reality check.

"People are able to take a '
breath and re-evaluate," Hansen
said.

The overall 5.4 percent
decrease in Iowa farm land
value is evidence that fanners
and investors are paying atten-
tion to commodity prices.

There is plenty of cash out
there to purchase land. What
could drive grain prices and
land values back up over the
next six months is a strong live-
stock market as fanners are
increasing cattle herds and pork
production, and a more stable
investment environment.

With so many variables
involved in agriculture -
weather, markets, foreign trade,
etc. - land value will hinge on
the changes in those areas. The
next survey will be completed
in September and could reveal a
whole new trend.
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iPhone. Google Inc.'s Android
operating system and cheaper
competitors in Asia.

In an attempt to reverse the
slide, it teamed up with Micro-
soft in 2011, replacing its old
operating system with one based
on Windows, but it took them
eight months to produce the first
Nokia Windows Phone, and con-
sumers didn't warm to the hand-
set or subsequent models.

Nokia nowwill focus on net-
works, mapping services and
technology development and
licenses, saying it will give more

Microsoft said former Nokia
CEO Stephen Elop will serve as
executive vice president of the
Microsoft Devices Unit, which
will include Nokia's former
Lumia smartphones and tablets.
Microsoft Mobile Oy, a subsid-
iary of Microsoft, will develop,
manufacture and distribute
Lumia, Asha and Nokia X mobile
phones and other devices, it said.

Nokia Corp.'s share price
remained almost unchanged,
closing at 5.25 euros on the Hel-
sinki Stock Exchange.

Some of the participan
Earth Day celebration gather

Troute
Continued from page 1D

with the intake of couch potato
fare.

No.4 are two categories oflist
carriers. The first one abides by
the list as if it is the Ten Com-
mandments, but in this case it
is milk, bread, hamburger, etc.
It almost never fails though,
they forget one item and tend
to hear about it on their arrival
back home. That involves either
accepting the scolding or make
a second trip to get the forgotten

- item - which was absolutely
necessary for the night's dinner.

The second list carrier gets
everything on the list, plus
an equal amount of groceries
not on the list. "Oh, chocolate
caramel ice cream, got to have
that. Smoked oysters, ooh, that
sounds good," they say, and.
"What's this, a new pomegran-
ate cranberry drink ... I'll try it."
This list carrier may get scolded
at home as well foibuying too
much, with the better half ask-
ing what are they going to do
with a 12-pack ofPomecran
Cola.

No.5 is the fence sitter, who
may give the lost shopper a run
for their money when it comes to
time spent inside the store. The
fence sitter parks in front of a
category, let's say potato chips,
and confronted with so many
choices, it turns the decision-
making lobe of the brain into
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mush. Their eyes bounce back
and forth from one bag of potato
chips to another, much like the
ball in the video game, Pong.
Eventually, they simply grab
a bag to get moving down the
aisle to the next brain-teasing
dilemma.

No.6 is the harried mother.
This poor young woman is
definitely multi-tasking. She is
trying to corral her children,
keep them entertained, while
making the right food choices
for her family. That is why
some grocery stores have carts
shaped like cars, so the kids can
pretend to drive, and thus giving
mom a chance to have her undi-
vided attention on the proper
purchases.

No. 7 is the bachelor. I could
have fallen into this category,
but fortunately I don't go into the
store looking for a dozen TV din-
ners, a six-pack and a magazine.
The bachelor doesn't use a cart,
but the little red baskets. He
wants in and out in the time it .
takes for the commercials to run
between changes of possession
on the football field.

Believe me, there are many
more categories such as the
fashion statement, the social
butterfly and the one-item-and-
I'm-out-of-here person.
, Grocery shopping can be an
endeavor for some, a simple
chore for others, but it is rarely
boring because of the people-
.watching that is involved.

CONTRIBUTORS
• True Value
· Iowa Department of
Transportation

· Farm King
· Ritter's Greenhouse
· Trees Forever
· RSVP
· Heritage Medical
Equipment & Supplies

· Zaiser's Florist &
Greenhouse
· Walmart
• HyVee
· Master Gardeners Club
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